Valley Grove School District

No. 916

Title I District Parent Involvement Policy

Valley Grove Elementary School
The District recognizes that parent involvement contributes to the achievement of academic standards by students participating in Title I programs.  When schools and parents form strong partnerships, all children’s potential for academic success improves significantly.

In compliance with federal law, the district will involve parents of students participating in Title I programs in the development of the LEA plan and in the process of school review and improvement
· Title I parents will participate in the joint development of the district’s overall Title I Plan and will be part of the school review and school improvement procedures.

· Title I parents will serve on the planning committee for the Title I Plan.

The district will provide technical assistance and other support necessary to its Title I schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement activities.

· Develop activities that promote the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parent involvement.

· Coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies with appropriate programs.

· Assist the Title I schools in identifying clear and measurable goals for parent involvement.

· Assist Title I schools with training and ideas on reaching hard-to-reach parents and parent involvement activities.
The district will build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for parent involvement by offering programs to strengthen the school/family partnership by providing materials and training to school staff and parents.

· Involve parents in an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the policy in improving the academic quality of schools served under Title I.

· Provide staff development for teachers, families, administrators, staff, and others on how to increase the level and quality of family involvement.

· Provide information and, if needed, assistance to schools and parents in understanding state academic content and performance standards; state and local assessments; requirements of Title I and how parents can assist in their child’s education.

· Ensure Title I parents with limited English proficiency, limited literacy, or other disabilities are given the same opportunities as other parents. These opportunities may be structured, adapted or modified so that these parents may receive the same benefits and services as the other Title I parents.

· Use findings of annual evaluations to design strategies for more effective parent involvement.

· Provide information to Title I schools and parents on Midwestern Intermediate Unit IV Title I Parent Resource Center.

The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate Title I parent involvement activities with other parental involvement activities.

· Coordinate Title I parent involvement activities with Head Start, Even Start, local preschools and 21st Century Programs by providing mutual parent involvement training and information.
· Collaborate with community agencies to inform schools and parents of literacy training and parent education.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the district’s Title I parent involvement policy, plan and programs comply with the requirements of federal law.
The building principal and/or Title I staff shall provide to parents of students participating in Title I programs:
· Notification by letter that their child is eligible to receive Title I services.

· Notification at the beginning of the year of their right to know the professional qualifications of their child’s teachers and paraprofessionals.

· Notification if their child is taught more than four consecutive weeks by a teacher not meeting the definition of “highly qualified”.

· Information on the level of achievement their child has attained on each of the state academic assessments as required by law.

· Description of the services to be provided.
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that information and reports provided to parents are in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.

An annual meeting of parents of participating Title I students shall be held to explain the goals and purposes of the Title I program.  Parents shall be given the opportunity to participate in the design, development, operation and evaluation of the program.  Parents shall be encouraged to participate in planning activities, to offer suggestions, and to ask questions regarding policies and programs.

In addition to the required annual meeting, additional parent meetings may be held at various times of the day and evening as well at different locations within the community.  At these meetings, parents shall be provided:

· Information about programs provided under Title I.

· Description and explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms of academic assessments used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.

· Opportunities to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children.

· Opportunities to submit parent comments about the program to the district level.

If sufficient, Title I funding may be used to pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parent involvement activities, including transportation, childcare, or home visit expenses to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions.

Opportunities shall be provided for parents to meet with the classroom and Title I teachers to discuss their child’s progress.

Parents may be given guidance as to how they can assist at home in the education of their child.

The Board shall adopt and distribute the parent involvement policy, which shall be incorporated into the district’s Title I plan and shall be evaluated annually.

School-Parent Compact
Each school in the district receiving Title I funds shall jointly develop with parents of students served in the program a School-Parent Compact outlining the manner in which parents, school staff and students share responsibility for improved student achievement in meeting academic standards.  The compact shall:

· Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment, enabling students in the Title I program to meet the district’s academic standards.

· Indicate the ways in which parents will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and television watching; volunteering in the classroom; and participating, as appropriate, in decisions related to their child’s education and positive use of extracurricular time.

· Address the importance of parent-teacher communication on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum, parent-teacher conferences, frequent reports to parents, and reasonable access to staff.
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